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“Viruses of unicellular eukaryotes: A tale of giants  

and hyperparasites” 

 

Viruses of protists play important roles in ecology and evolution by influencing microbial 

population dynamics and shaping eukaryotic genomes by endogenization. Of particular 

interest are complex DNA viruses whose particle and genome sizes overlap with those of 

bacteria. In this talk, I will highlight some remarkable properties of these giant viruses and 

explore their relationship with smaller DNA viruses, called virophages, which can parasitize 

giant viruses and thus act as an antiviral defense system in certain protist species. 

 

 

 

The seminar will be held  
 

on Thursday 21st November 2024 at 11:00 
 

in the Milan Hašek Auditorium at IMG 
(Institute of Molecular Genetics of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Vídeňská 1083, Prague 4) 


